AFTER   EVEREST
given as a missionary. Christ refused to become a political
leader and, however strong one's opinions, one must foiled
Him in this if one is His ambassador. But my own impres-
sion is that the cause of distress in India is not so much the
British Raj, as the impact of the civilization of the West
in general and its industrialism in particular. However,
Mr. Gandhi and the Indian Congress are convinced that the
villain of the piece is the British Government. He may be
completely mistaken in this conclusion, but the fact remains
that he has reached it. The Civil Disobedience Campaign
was started in 1930. Its aim was to challenge the British
Government's authority in India, especially regarding the
salt tax, the drink monopoly, and the land taxes. The
industrial relationship of West and East was challenged
in a boycott of foreign cloth. The remarkable thing about
the non-co-operation movement was that it was an oppo-
sition to authority of entirely non-violent nature.
The large crowds of Satyagrahis were instructed " to
persuade the police, as agents of the Government, to use
violence upon them, that they might attain their object of
suffering without resistance the worst that the ' oppressor '
might do to them/' The police found themselves in a
difficult position. " Every police charge, ordered under
whatever provocation and however cautiously carried out,
was still a priceless boon to the movement of Satyagraha,
which could only flourish by such ' suffering/ The
nationalist leaders are for the most part caste Hindus,
and the police are largely recruited from the Moslem and
low-caste communities which have accounts to settle with
the caste Hindus dating back for many centuries. Con-
sidering that the police had to stand up to baiting, at the
hands of mobs begging and inciting them to use their
lathis (sticks) upon them, it is not to be wondered at that
occasionally the demand was complied with." 1 Every"
time that happened, it provided fuel for the press, and
could easily be written up as a " police atrocity/' On the
1 Hoyland, The Cross Moves East, Allen & Unwin, p. 113.
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